
Parent Page Day 4 

Today’s story of Welcome is:  
The Story of the Prodigal Son who comes home - Luke 15:11-32 

Something to Listen for in this story by asking a few “I wonder” questions. 

This story is a parable.  That is a story that teaches a lesson. This parable is a story about three people.  There 

is the father, the older son, and the younger son.  

I wonder what the older son thought when the younger son took his father’s money and lost it making bad 

choices?   

I wonder how the father felt when his younger son wanted to leave home?  Do you think that he was worried 

about his son?   

I wonder why Jesus said that the father threw a party for the son who returned home?   

Consider this:
The older son who stayed home had a much easier life, but he was confused when his father welcomed back 
his brother.  The father reminded him, “you are always with me.” Maybe the older brother needed to learn 
that the reward was not “the stuff” that he inherits.  Maybe he forgot that the real reward is the joy of living 
with the father.  So, maybe the older brother needed to learn something, too.  

Parents introduce the story to your child or children: 

Today, we’re going to be invited to a welcome home party! We are going to learn that God 

welcomes us home no matter what!  That means, even when we make bad choices, we can return 

home to God’s love. Today, you will hear a story about a time when Jesus told stories or parables to 

help us understand God’s love. God’s love is so big that even when we make a mistake we are welcomed 

back home!  

Ask the child: How have you felt when you made a bad choice? Was it hard to go tell your mother, 

father, teacher, or trusted adult?   

You can say: I wonder if you can think of a time when you were feeling lost? Maybe you made a bad 

choice. Were you afraid that you would be in trouble?  Were you afraid that you would not be ok? Jesus 

wants you to know that you are ALWAYS forgiven.  You are ALWAYS welcome. Jesus is ALWAYS 

waiting to run out to greet you with open arms.  

***CHALLENGE: Set a place for Jesus at your table tonight. ALSO decorate dinner as a 

celebration. Do you know why? Because we have all made some bad choices, but we have ALL been 

welcomed back home. Jesus reminds us that God loves us and ALWAYS welcomes us home. Pray 

for someone who might not remember that it is okay to make mistakes. They could be sad, lonely, 

or hurt. I wonder how your family reaches out to them?  How can we “celebrate and rejoice?” 

How can we run out to greet them and be glad that they who were lost have been found? 


